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FUNERAL SERMON. 


JEREMIAH, c. xxxi. ver. 18, 19, 20. 


IRAVESsͤVURELY HEARD EPHRAIM BEMOAN ING HIMSELF 
THUS, THOU HAST CHASTISED ME, AND I WAS CHASTISED, 
AS A BULLOCK UNACCUSTOMED TO THE YOKE: TURN THOU 
ME, AND I 8HALL BE TURNED: FOR THOU ART THE 
Loxp my Gop. 


er AFTER THAT I WAS TURNED, I REPENTED; 
AND AFTER THAT I WAS INSTRUCTED I $MOTE UPON MY 
THIGH: I WAS ASHAMED, YEA, EVEN CONFOUNDED, 
BECAVSE I DID BEAR THE REPROACH OF MY YOUTH 


Is EPHRAIM MY DEAR SON? IS HE A PLEASANT CHILD? 
FOR SINCE I SPAKE AGAINST HIM, I DO EARNESTLY RE» 
MEMBER HIM STILL: THEREFORE MY BOWELS ARE 
TROUBLED FOR HIM; I WILL SURELY HAVE MERCY UPON 
HIM, SAITH THE LORD. 


a 1 " 4 . 


HE words of our text exhibit a ſpecimen of 

a nation, or an individual, humbled under 

a ſenſe of tranſgreſſion, and earneſtly applying for 

pardon, and mercy.— We here behold a penitent 

bemoaning his offences, confeſſing and forſaking 
his ſins, and caſting himſelf on the clemency of 

his God,— While at the ſame time his God is 

introduced as receiving bim with every poſſible 
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expreſſion of tenderneſs and concern, We behold 
the great JEHOVAn coming, as it were, to meet 
the ſinner on his return, with every aſſurance of 
his paternal regard, boundleſs compaſſion, and par- 
doning mercy.— Who can glance on ſuch a ſub- 
ject without exclaiming on the one hand, Lord 
what is man that thou ſhouldeſt be mindful of 
him?” and on the other hand O Lord of Hoſts 
* who is a Gop like unto thee.” 


I ſhall in the firſt place take ſummary view 
of the meaning of the text; and ſecondly conſider 
it as applicable to the preſent occaſion. 


I. Ephraim in this place ſignifies the ten Tribes. 
The chapter ſeems to have a prophetic reference 
to the glorious day when God will recal his an- 
cient people the Jews.— At the ſame time, faith 
the Lord, will I be the God of all the families of 
Iſrael, and they ſhall be my people.— Judah and 
Ephraim are then ſucceſſively introduced as retur- 


ning to the Lord their God.— The paſlage before 
us more particularly deſcribes Ephraim weeping 
for fin, and looking up to heaven for mercy. 
He is repreſented as adverting to his fate of tranſ- 
greſſion. Thou haſt chaſtiſed me, and I was 
chaſtiſed, as a bullock unaccuſtomed to the yoke:“ 
He looks back with ſhame and remorſe; -< I have 
ce been negligent and rebellious; I have departed 
«© from thee my God. Thou didſt viſit me with 
&« affliction; I juſtly deſerved it; I felt the anguiſh ; 


« yet, — a bullock unaccuſtomed to the yoke, I 
L received 
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ce received not correction: I was chaſtened, but not 
© amended. I was obſtinate, impatient of reſtraint, 
© rebellious againſt thy law, and providence.” 


Ephraim is then repreſented as becoming ſenſi- 
ble of his perverſe conduct. He prays to the 
Almighty to grant him true repentance; he ac- 
knowleges that God only could change his cor- 
rupt nature; and that the power of God, if vouch- 
ſafed, would be effeQtual, ** Turn thou me and 
I ſhall be turned; for thou art the Lord my God.” 


The caſe of Ephraim is applicable to the general 
ſtate of mankind,— Is not man by nature in con- 
ſequence of the fall far departed from original 
righteouſneis? is he not ſelf willed, ſelf ſufficient, 
and impetuous? Is he not impatient of the re- 
ſtraints of God's holy Law, and righteous pro- 
vidence ? Let inſpiration decide.“ The car- 
nal mind is enmity againſt God, it is not ſubject 
to the Law of God.” + The natural Man re- 
ceiveth not the things of the Spirit of God, they 
are fooliſhneſs unto him ; neither can he know 
them, becauſe they are ſpiritually diſcerned, Alas! 
when God ſpeaks to men on the evil and danger 
of their fins; in general, how few pay the leaſt at- 
tention ! even when afflicted, how many do but 
grow hardened more and more! 


On 


When a finner becomes really ſenfible of his fin 
and miſery, he then begins to call upon God. As it 
was faid of Saul of Tarſus, Behold he prayeth.” 
My friends, examine your own ſtate before God 
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Romans, c. viii, v. 7 + 1 Corinthians, c. ii. v. 14. 
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that the knowledge of your neceſſities may excite 
in you an earneſt cry for mercy, 


The 19th. verſe deſcribes his converſion, and 
his turning to God,— “ Surely' after that I was 
turned, I repented,” — The influence of the holy 
Spirit produced a change.— The ſinner repented; 
he thought ſeriouſly of his tranſgreſſion; his neg- 
lect of God, and eternal concerns, filled him with 
remorſe : he felt that godly forrow which is never 
repented of.— ** After that I was inſtructed, I 
ſmote upon my thigh,” Being taught of God to 
bemoan the evils of his conduct, the baſe un- 
grateful part, which he had acted, he was filled 
with ſelf indignation; his ſorrow was vehement; 
his very ſoul was alarmed in an agony of grief. 
«© I was aſhamed; yea, even confounded,” 


filled with horcor, and abaſement, ** becauſe I 


did bear the reproach of my youth.” Melancholy 
retroſpect !— To have no other reflection upon 
the early part of life, but that inſtead of remem- 
bering my Creator in the days of my youth, I 
devoted the prime of life not to God, but wicked- 


nels and difipation, 


Behold here the portrait of a true penitent. 
By perceiving the infinite excellence and purity 
of the divine Law, he perceives the infinite evil 
of his fins. The exceeding ſinfulneſs of his 
offence, his ingratitude, his rebellion, and the 
impending curſe of the juſt judge, overwhelm him 
with ſhame, ſelf reproach, and alarm.—. His cry 
is for thy name's ſake O Lord pardon my fin ; for 

it 
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it is great. True repentance conſiſts in a due ſenſe 
of fin, an unfeigned ſorrow on aecount of it, an 
holy reſolution to forſake it, and turn to God. 
It is one of thoſe gifts, which Jeſus Chriſt is ex- 
alted to beſtow; when the grace of God turns 
the heart of a ſinner, then the ſinner repents. The 
means, by which it is accompliſhed, is by divine 
inſtruction, *“ after that I was inſtructed, 1 ſmote 
on my thigh.” Ihe prayer of the Savior in behalf 
of all his people was ſanctify them by thy truth.“ 
By the perception of this truth, the ſinner is di- 
vinely inſtructed ; he feels the practical efficacy; 
he ſmites upon his thigh and repents. 


The 20th. verſe is a diſplay of the boundleſs 
compaſhon of the GREAT GoD. 


We behold a rebellious child trembling before 
his preſence, and dreading his indignation, We 
behold the GREAT JEHOV AH not armed 
with vengeance, but graciouſly condeſcending to 
acknowledge him as a child. © Is Ephraim my 
dear ſon? is he a pleaſant child? O the humility 
of God! how ready to own the relationſhip! The 
prodigal is accoſted with infinite tenderneſs. The 
' Moſt High, as it were, uſes efforts to encourage 
him, ſince I ſpake againſt him”? in the rebukes 
of providential diſpenſation, ** I do remember 
him ſtill,” 


My friends, all God's ways are ways of mercy 
their defign is uniform; it is the real benefit of 
man, : | KR 

Joſeph 
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Joſeph judged it expedient to ſpeak diſtantly to 
his brethren, at the very time his bowels yearned 
over them. Gen, c. xliii. Here the great God is 
repreſented, as exercifing the ſame diſpoſition, © I 
do remember him till,” 'In a little wrath I have 
hid my face from him, but with everlaſting mercies 
will I gather him;” I will ſurely have mercy 
upon him faith the Lord.” I will pardon his 
fins, heal his backſlidings, ſpeak peace to his 
diſtreſſed ſoul, I will aſſure him of my divine 
favor, and admit him to all the privileges of my 
love. I will SURELY have mercy ;” ac- 
cording tq my covenant engagement, I will not 
caſt him off; I will be HIS G OD for ever 
and ever. 


Who can view this ſubje& without exclaiming, 
how great muſt the fin be of neglecting ſuch a 
GOD? O what baſe ingratitude, to diſregard 
the Father of fuch mercies! How obdurate 
the heart of that ſinner, on whom ſuch divine 
love as this produces no effect! 


On the other hand, how rich in mercy is God 
to all, who call upon him! How great the 


goodneſs he hath laid up for every ſinner, who 
will turn to him and live! O deſpiſe not the 


riches of his grace, and forbearance; rather let 


divine goodneſs lead thee to repentance. Ye, 
wzo have been humbled on account of your fins ; 
ye, who drawing near by faith, have taken hold of 


the promiſes of the Goſpel, to your conſolation; 
proclaim 
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proclaim to others the ſweet memorial of God's 
loving kindneſs: tell others what a gracious 
reception you met with; how rich in glory the 
Salvation of the goſpel is, both as to preſent hap- 
pineſs and future expectation. 


We have thus brieſly ſtated from the text the 
depravity and apoſtacy of man ; and the glorious 
character of God, as ſlow to anger and abundant 
in mercy, Let us now, in the fecond place, 
take a view of this ſubject, as exhibited in real 
life. 


1 ſtand here this evening to preach a 
funeral ſermon on the death of Mr. I. I. jun.“ 
His character in this neighbourhood is well 
known, Many here preſent were acquainted 
with him; and I doubt not that many and va- 
rious are your conjectures, as to what I ſhall ad- 
vance on the ſubject.— My friends, I came not 
here with any intention to flatter his memory. 
A chriſtian pulpit muſt abhor the appearance of 
falſhood or diſſimulation. Nor was I defired by 
his ſurviving friends to preach a funeral ſermon. 
I requeſted their permiſſion to preach on this 
occaſion. My reaſon was this; I viſited him in 
his laſt illneſs; I felt conſiderably affected by 
the interview; I truſt it was profitable to me; 
and I deſired to addreſs you on the ſubject in 
hopes that the recital with a few plain obſerva- 
tions might be profitable to you. The God, 
who ſearcheth the heart, knoweth I have no 


other 
® By requeſt of the family the initials are only inſerted, 


En 


other motive. I now entreat every one here 


preſent to lift up his heart in prayer to God, 
that a divine bleſſing may attend theſe feeble 
efforts. 


I ſhall firſt ſpeak a few words on his general 
character, 


In his youth. he was pious, and walked in 
the ways of God. As he grew older he forgot 
God his Savior, and moſt awfully departed from 
him. As his life drew to a cloſe, I truſt that 
like a penitent, with a contrite and broken 


heart, he returned to his heavenly Father; I 


truſt that he experienced a gracious reception, 


and found the conſolation of it in his dying 


In his days of early piety, he was happy; 


experience taught him that wiſdom's ways were 
ways of pleaſantneſs, that all her paths were peace. 


In the ſeaſon of his departure from God he was 
miſerable.— He had recourſe to moſt wretched 
expedients to appeaſe the voice of an accuſing 
conſcience. He loſt the happineſs, which he 


once found in the ways of God; he ſought an 


aſy lum in the horrid principles of infidelity ; he 
affected eaſe of mind, and a jocoſe ſpirit, at the 
very time that he was inwardly agitated with 
horror. | 


Thus urged by impetuous paſſions he fled far 
from God, and was betrayed into a ſeries of 
| ſinful 
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finful courſes, and vicious irregularities. But 
for this, he might have been now living! Alas! 
his days were ſhortened ! and death approached. 
The proſpect oc diſſolution arreſted his ſoul and 
taught him that there was no time to trifle with. 
Convictions were brought home. Alarmed and 
reduced to extremities, he began to call upon 
God. His language was I will ariſe and 
go to my Father, I will confeſs my iniquity and 
be ſorry for my ſin.” He cried for mercy with 


great earneſtneſs God, I truſt, heard his 
cry and helped him. — 


I would ſpeak with great caution on a death bed 
repentance.— I have witneſſed, alas! too often, 
how little dependence is to be placed on thoſe 
alarms of conſcience, which the dread and proſ- 
pect of death excites. —— Yet, as far I can endea- 
vour to decide, I humbly truſt that our deceaſed 
brother died a true penitent, and through faith 
in the great ſacrifice of Jeſus Chriſt, is now before 
the throne of God and the. Lamb. — The 
Thurſday preceding his departure, I was ſent 
for at his requeſt to viſit him.—— I had no other 
| acquaintance with him but this, that 1 knew 
he occaſionly attended divine ſervice at this 
Chapel; and I had heard him ſpoken of as one 
that ſcoffed at divine things, 


At my firſt entrance into his chamber, I felt a 
good deal ſhocked with the change in his perſon; 
the ravages of ſickneſs, and approaching death 

wers 
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were fo awfully viſible, His firſt words 
were, ah! Sir, you come to a ſad ſcene.— a 
fick bed,— and a miſerable ſinner in it. 
Lifting up his hands and eyes, he cried out“ O 
there is ſcarce a fin left undone by me. 1 
have run into the very ſinks of iniquity, &c.— 
in ſpite of an indulgent God, and mercies upon 
mercies. Can there yet be any hope for 
ſuch a ſinner?— will God receive me? &c.” 


*© I have no expectation of life; all I want is to 
have my pardon ſealed, and to know my intereſt 
in the blood of a precious Savior, before I go 
hence, and am no more ſeen” &c.—— After a 
ſhort pauze, he added“ I do not ſend to you, Sir, 
to tell you what ground of hope I have in my- 
ſelf, what righteouſneſs I have to recommend 
me to God, &c,— no; I have none ;— God is 
JE — his laws are juſt; — my fin has no ex- 
cuſe; — I was inſtructed by a godly Father; I 


knew better than I a&ted— I deſerve eternal 
condemnation,” 


4 


I then proceeded to ſtate the nature of true 
repentance, and propoſed ſeveral queſtions to 
him.— Being ſatisfied, as far as I could judge, 
that he was brought to a true ſenſe of fin, I 
mentioned the mercy of God in Chriſt Jeſus, 
the infinite merit of his blood, and his readineſs 
to receive repenting ſinners. —— He replied © I 
bleſs God, I am not ignorant of theſe truths ; 
nor am I at times without hope that God will 

be 
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be merciful to me. O how many inſtances 
of his mercy have I already experienced, when 
I was wandering from him and living in open 
ſin! My heart is broken! I feel overwhelmed 
with my dreadtul apoſtacy on the one hand, — 


and the boundleſs mercies of my God on the 
other.” 


IT aſked, when theſe ſerious impreſſions com- 
menced? and whether any particular event was 
the means of them ? 


He replied Oh!] my life is an awful narra- 
tive. In early years I knew God, when about 
17 years old.— I found heaven on earth in his 
ſervice, — I delighted in his ways.— I walked 
in holy joy with God.— I loved ſolitude that I 
might the more enjoy his preſence; I ſeemed to 
feel that opened communication with heaven, 
that my prayers ſeemed to be anſwered, belore 
they were expreſſed: but, alas! as I grew 
older, I was enſnared by the world; betrayed 
into licentious company; I fell into fin, and 
forgot God.” I aſked „, did:theſe ſad changes 
take place without many awful reflections ? 
ſtings of conſcience, & ?” 


He replied, © O no; my fall was by ſudden 
temptation z my youthful paſhons were ſtrong; — 
after my fin I grew MISERABLE; I loſt my bap- 
pineſs in God; inſtead of returning, I fled from 
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bim; and being unhappy, I trove to forget God 
by plunging into fin.” 


But, I adjoined, did no ſubſequent event ever 
revive your convictions, or defires after God ?— 
&« A]las! (he ſaid) I loſt many near and dear relations; 
I had many awful providences very near me, 
many warnings, many narrow eſcapes, &c.“ 
Here he was quite overwhelmed by the keenneſs of 
his feelings; and after a ſhort ſpace added ** the 
relation is more than I can dwell upon; I am too 
weak to bear it,— Inſtead of being brought back 
to my heavenly Father, I wandered- more and 
more,— I was miſerable, when I reflected; — I 
frequently made reſolutions ;— yet I departed 
from God, and run into the very finks of iniquity, 


After various interſperſed remarks on the above 
melancholy detail; I aſked, “ when, Sir, did your 
ſerious reflections revive? when did you begin to 
feel this deep contrition and defire to return to 
God ?” he replied * Ah! wretch that IT was! I re- 


turned like a wretch to him; I never felt my 


heart truly returning, till death told me, that I 
muſt ſoon ſtand before him; O never till I found 
there was no other refuge, but that I muſt fly to 
him, or PERISH. Before this time I ſought for 
refuge in fin; I uſed expedients to allay reflections, 
and had recourſe even to infidelity ;— Ah! how 
oft have I argued agaioft divine things,— at the 
ſame time convinced of their truth, and miſerable 
under the conviction.— Yet ſo ſtrange and incon- 
ſiſtent was I, that I could not bear to hear others 
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ſpeak againſt the truth; and always vindicated it 


when they did.— O what an inſtance of divine 


goodneſs that after all my lighted mercies, warn- 


ings, admonitions, &c, God did not cut me off by 


a ſudden ſtroke !— What a mercy that I am not 
left to be hardened ! what a mercy that I am not 
now configned to dic in deſpair!” 


He then requeſted to receive the holy commu- 
nion; and, after fixing the time, I left with him a 
treatiſe on the mercy of God to repenting ſinners, 
and took my leave. 


Saturday January 29th, he was much weaker, 
and could not ſet up; I found that his mind was 
very calm, and repoſed on the promiſes of the 
Goſpel ;— but he could not bear much converſa- 
tion.— After the ordinance was over, he ſpake 
with great gratitude and affection to his Father 
implored the bleſſing of God upon him for his 
many prayers and ſpiritual advice ; and lamented 
that he ever diſregarded it.— He then addreſſed 
me; while I continue here, I hope you will look 
in upon me, as often as you can ;— but I have 
no idea of recovery; if I live, I may depart from 
God again; I had rather die ; I wiſh to die 
J have a perſuaſion that I ſhall die,— I think that 
I ſee my Savior beckoning me to his arms; and 
it is beſt for me to go to him“. He then expreſſed 
great affection towards me, thanked me for my viſit 
with undue gratitude, and prayed that God would 
bleſs me in my miniſtry, | 


Death 
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Death prevented another interview. He grew 
worſe on Monday; and on Tueſday morning the 3iſt 
of January expired, — His laſt words were I know 
that my Redeemer liveth.“ : 


Thus died Mr. I. I. Junior,— at the age of 36, 
You have heard a few particulars reſpecting his 
Laſt illneſs and death.— I have delivered them to 
you with ſimplicity and plainneſs.— I ſhall now 
endeavour to make a few practical obſervations on 
the ſubject, 


When the idea of preaching to you on 
the occafion firſt occurred to me, I con- 
fidered; could our deceaſed brother, return from 
the world of ſpirits, and addreſs a congregation, 
with whom he had ſo often aſſembled, what ſub- 
jects would he probably moſt ſeriouſly enlarge 
upon ?— Surely, with all the earneſtneſs of eternal 
conviction, as one, whoſe ſtate was FOR EVER ux- 
ALTERABLY fixed, he would enforce—the great ad- 
vantages of religious education and early piety— 
he would warn us of the great danger and miſery 
of departing from the living God ;— he would 
urge on us the deceitful appearances of earthly 
happineſs : he would ſtrive to alarm our 
conſciences, and awaken us to true repentance ; 
and he would endeavour to allure us to ſerious 
preparation for eternity, by proclaiming to us the 


long ſuffering mercy, and pardoning love of our 
heavenly Father, 


cw) 


I fhall now, by the divine bleſſing, endeavour 


under the influence of this reflection to propoſe a 
few confiderations on each of theſe ſubjects. 


I. The great advantages of a religious educa- 
tion and early piety, 


«© Remember now thy Creator in the days of 
* thy youth, while the evil days come not, nor the 
year draw nigh, when thou ſhalt ſay, I have no 
« pleaſure in them.“ This was the ſolemn injunc» 
tion of the wiſeſt of men. To the ſame pur- 
poſe ſpeaks his royal Father, Pſa. cxix. 9. 
* Wherewith ſhall a young man eleanſe his way? 
% by taking heed thereto according to thy word.“ 


Youth is a ſeaſon of greateſt danger; the mind 
is ſanguine in all its expectations; the tide of 
ſenſual appetite is ſtrong ; and ſchemes of earthly 
happineſs are formed without ſuſpicion of diſap- 
pointment.— At this period the world is 
all faſcination ;— it holds out a delu- 
five bait to inexperience. —— The charms af 
affluence, of honor, diſtiaction, and pleaſure 
' Preſent themſelves as objects of the firſt conſider · 
ation. The great adverſary, the Devil, by 
his influence, magnifies all theſe ſcenes, and 
repreſents them to the imagination under the moſt 
captivating aſpects. 


The world, the luſt of the fleſh, the luſt of the 


eye, and the pride of life, that is, the love of 
pleaſure, 
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pleaſure, the love of riches, and the love of honor, 
or conſequence, aſſail with all their powers the 
human heart, and they direct their attack under 
the ſkill and management of an enemy, who hath 
long reduced deception to a ſyſtem. Vet all 
theſe adverſaries would fail of ſucceſs, was it not 


that the heart of man is by nature alienated from 
God, through the ignorance that is in it. 


True religion teaches man what is real excellence, 
points out to him the nobleſt objects, and fixes 
the purſuits of the ſoul. O what an infinite 
bleſſing! at the very time, when the expectation 
is moſt ardent, the affections moſt lively, and the 
judgment moſt eaſily impreſſed; what a mercy! 
to have the purſuit well directed. and to be taught 
to regard the Almighty as the cHIEFH GOOD. 


Ah, | young people, learn to love, fear, and 
ſerve God !— It is the grand preſervative from 
the dangers, with which you are ſurrounded,— 


It is an introduction to the ſublimeſt happineſs of 
an intelligent Being, 


Addreſs your prayers to God; he will hear you 
from heaven his holy place, and direct your heart 
into his faith and fear. Yes; I ſpeak to the 
youngeſt here preſent, Little children, beg of 
God to give you his grace.— As you grow up, 
the world will grow more enſnaring ; beg of God 
then the more earneſtly to engage your youthful 
affections in his ſervice; that the world may have 


loſt 


1 


loſt its charms before you are more immediately 
expoſed to it.— And, O do not forget the con- 
deſcending, the endearing words of Immanuel, 
5 Suffer little childien to come unto me, and 


forbid them not; for of ſuch is the kingdom of 


heaven,” 


Is the early direction of the ſoul of ſuch im- 
portance ? then let me addreſs you, whom God 
hath entruſted with the care of youth ; let me 
remind you of the obligation, which is upon you. 


Remember it is a talent, which God hath com- 
mitted to your management, and you muſt anſwer 
at his bar for the truſt, The bleſſing, or the curſe 
of the rifing generation will come upon your heads; 
yea; the happineſs,*or the miſery, which by the 


preſent mode of diſcharging your duty will event- 


ually accrue, is beyond conception. 


II. The danger and miſery of departing from 
the living God. 


What an awful inſtance of this has been exhi- 
bited to us! How happy had it been for our 
deceaſed friend had he continued in the good ways 


of God.— Alas! how was he deceived by fin, 


and allured from true happineſs. He was tempted, 
drawn away of his own luſt, and enticed; then 
luſt, when it had conceived, brought forth fin, 
and fin, when it was finiſhed, brought forth death. 
You have ſeen it, as to this world; and, but for 

C the 


—— ——— — —— — —— 


( 18 ) 


pleaſure, the love of riches, and the love of honor, 
or conſequence, aſſail with all their powers the 
human heart, and they direct their attack under 
the ſkill and management of an enemy, who hath 
long reduced deception to a ſyſtem. Yet all 
theſe adverſaries would fail of ſucceſs, was it not 
that the heart of man is by nature alienated from 
God, through the ignorance that is in it, 


True religion teaches man what is real excellence, 
points out to him the nobleſt objects, and fixes 
the purſuits of the ſoul. O what an. infinite 
bleſſing ! at the very time, when the expectation 
is moſt ardent, the affections moſt lively, and the 
judgment moſt eaſily impreſſed; what a mercy ! 
to have the purſuit well directed, and to be taught 
to regard the Almighty as the RIET 600D, 


Ah, young people, learn to love, fear, and 
ſerve God !— It is the grand preſervative from 
the dangers, with which you are ſurrounded,— 


It is an introduction to the ſublimeſt happineſs of 
an intelligent Being. 


Addreſs your prayers to God; he will hear you 
from heaven his holy place, and dire& your heart 
into his faith and fear, Yes; I ſpeak to the 
youngeſt here preſent. Little children, beg of 
God to give you his grace.— As you grow up, 
the world will grow more enſnaring ; beg of God 
then the more earneſtly to engage your youthful 
affections in his ſervice; that the world may have 


loſt 
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the living God. 


What an awful inſtance of this has been exhi- 
bited to us! How happy had it been for our 
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and allured from true happineſs. He was tempted, 
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the interpoſition of divine grace, it would have 
produced eternal death, as to the world to come. 


My brethren, there is in the heart of every man 
a proneneſs to de part from God. — We are all by 
nature far from God ** the children of wrath.“— 
They who are renewed by the Holy Ghoſt, are 
ſtill renewed, but in part. There is ftill © fin, 
which dwelleth?” i in them, and the nature of fin is. 
a diſpoſition to depart from God. Apoſtacy is in 
every man's nature; yea, in thoſe who are true 
believers on the Son of God. — Yes, my friends, 


in the moſt eſtabliſned Chriſtians there is that re- 


maining depravity, which would infallibly produce 
FINAL APOSTACY, if the grace of God, which 
is in Chriſt Jeſus, did not prevent it. | 


This awful truth is abundantly confirmed by the 
record of Scripture, St. Paul urges it on the 
FRE: (c. iii. v. 12.) Take heed, BRE- 
THREN.”—— It is not addrefled to thoſe, w-ho 


made a bare profeſſion of religion, but to thoſe, 


whom he acknowleges as fellowſaints.— Tak 


heed, BRETHREN, left there bein any of you an 


evil heait of unbelief in departing from the 
living God.” This divine Apoſtle, who 
was ** perſuaded that neither things preſent nor 
things to come ſhould be able to ſeparate him 
from the love of God, which was in Chriſt 
Jeſus,” (Rom. c. viii. v. 38, 39.) was the fore- 
molt to ſhew that he did not relax in ſpiritual 


dilligence, or holy caution, on account of this 
triumphant aſſurance. 


80 
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So far from it he declares in his 1ſt. Epiſtle to 
Corinthians, c. ix. v. 27. I keep under my body, 
and bring it into ſubjection: leſt that by any 
means wacn I have che to others, I my- 
ſelf ſhould be caſt away.”— Again, he enjoins, 
let him that thinketh he ſtandeth take heed leſt 
he fall.” 


But what argument on this ſubject mere co- 
gently deſcribes the danger of apoſtacy than the 
care and minute attention, which -the great Jeho- 
vah exerciſes in protecting bis church from 
this tremendous evil. I the Lord do keep it, 
I will water it every moment; leſt any hurt it, I 
will keep it night and day.” Iſaiah c. 27. v. 3. 


It becomes man then ſurely to be ſerious, — 
Guard againſt the firſt enticements of ſin.— © Ab- 
ſtain from all appearance of evil.”— ** Paſs the 
time of your ſojourning here in fear.” 


Do I addreſs any perſon, who once had ſerious 
reflections, but alas! they are now worn off; —you 
were once in earneſt for eternity, but are now ſu- 
pine and negligent.— You had once . eſcaped the 
pollutions of the world, through the knowledge of 
Chriſt,“ but you ate at this time again entangled; 
yea, and overcome. — What cauſe have you to 
be alarmed ! © Awake thou that ſleepeſt; ariſe from 
the dead, and Chriſt ſhall give thee light.” Return 
'to thy God; delay no longer; hear theſe awful 
words, No man, having put his hand to the 
plough, and looking back, is fit for the king- 
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dom of God“ To 'pryarRT FROM Gop, O 
what an attrocious evil! what a violation of every 
moral and ſacred obligation!— When a man 


. departs from God, where may his departure 


terminate! 


Do not ſay that the perſon juſt deſcribed, de- 
parted from God, and, after all, was brought 
back again, and finally ſaved. Can you inſure 
it, that it will be your caſe? Can you aſcer- 


tain it, that God will give you ſpace to repent ? 


or that God will vouchſafe you the grace of re- 
pentance ? 


As has often been obſerved, two thieves were 
crucified with the Savior of mankind ; one went 
from the croſs to heaven; the other to hell; one 


was ſaved, that none might deſpair ; and but one 
was ſaved, that none might preſume,— Conſider 
this ye that forget God; ye that trifle with 


tranſgreſſion.— Man knows the beginning of ſin; 


but God only knows the end of it. 


III. The deceitful appearance of earthly hap- 
pineſs. 


All the ways of ſin are ways of miſery; for 
this reaſon, they lead from God, who is the 
ſource of felicity. 


On this ſubject our deceaſed brother, though 
dead, yet ſpeaketh.— You have heard his decla- 
ration,— At the time he was eſteemed the gay, 

the 
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the lively companion, he was confeſſedly miſer- 
able; his wiſh was that there might be no here- 
after, that the record of ſcripture might prove a 
cunningly deviſed fable.— He affected, but it 
was mere affectation, to throw off the convictions 
of truth. 


My brethren, this is by no means an uncommon 
caſe. The man, who riots in convivial exceſſes, 
who ſpends his time in roving from one ſcene of 
diſſipating amuſement to another, is a creature 
the moſt miſerable, and moſt to be pitied. The 
man of pleaſure, as he is ignorantly ſtiled, is a 
miſerable man. There is a falſe glare of plea- 
ſure, which his conduct aſſumes; but his heart 
is all the while completely MISERABLE. 


He affects to have unſhackled himſelf from 
what he profanely calls the reſtraints of ſuperſti- 
tion; but he never thinks on the ſubject of death, 
or eternity, without horror.— It is remarked of 
the celebrated Colonel Gardiner, that, in his 

days of profligacy, he frequently looked at the 
brute beaſts with envy; he was perſuaded they 
were not accountable for their actions; but he 
could not get rid of the conviction that one 
day God would bring him into judgment. The 
ungodly and the ſinner would gladly die the 
death of the righteous ; tho”, alas! they have no 
real defire to live his life. 


Religion is true happineſs.— It is heaven upon 
earth, The world would repreſent religion as 
| LEE, gloomy 


— 


( 22 ) 


dom of God ”—— To pryarT FROM Gop, O 
what an attrocious evil! what a violation of every 
moral and ſacred obligation!— When a man 
departs from God, where may his departure 
terminate! 


Do not ſay that the perſon juſt deſcribed, de- 
parted from God, and, after all, was brought 
back again, and finally ſaved. Can you inſure 
it, that it will be your caſe? Can you alcer- 
tain it, that God will give you ſpace to repent ? 
or that God will vouchſafe you the grace of re- 
pentance ? 


As has often been obſerved, two thieves were 
crucified with the Savior of mankind ; one went 
from the croſs to heaven; the other to hell; one 
was ſaved, that none might deſpair ; and but one 
was ſaved, that none might preſume,— Conſider 
this ye that forget God; ye that trifle with 
tranſgreſſion.— Man knows the beginning of ſin; 

but God only knows the end of it. 


III. The deceitful appearance of earthly hap- 
pineſs. 


All the ways of ſin 4 ways of miſery; fk 
this reaſon, they lead from God, who 1s the 
ſource of felicity. 


On this ſubject our deceaſed brother, though 
dead, yet ſpeaketh.— Lou have heard his decla- 
ration. — At the time he was eſteemed the gay, 

the 


o 


— — 


3 


the lively companion, he was confeſſedly miſer- 


able; his wiſh was that there might be no here- 
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gloomy, melancholy, and inſipid; — let it be re- 
membered that the world, like the God of the 
world, the Devil, was a Liar from the beginning. 
The religion of Jeſus Chriſt is © righteouſneſs, peace, 
and joy in the Holy Ghoſt ;”*— while as to the 
world, he © that liveth in pleaſure is Cead while he 
liveth.” + 


It is true, that, if a man would have the light 
of God's countenance to ſhine upon his ſoul, 
he muſt deny himſelf, he muſt renounce the 
pompts and vanities of this wicked world ; he muſt 
die to the world that he may enjoy God.— Bur, 
O what a blefſed exchange !— The world paſſeth 
away; all its pleaſures are uncertain, diſſatisfy ing, 
tranſient: God is an infinite portion to the ſoul. 
A life ſpent in loving, praiſing, adoring, and 
ſerving God, is the very anticipation of the glory, 
which ſhall be revealed, — The joys of heaven will 
be the ſame in nature, though infinitely heightened 
in the degree uf enjoyment. a 


IV. The nature and neceſity of true repentance. 


It conſiſts in a genuine ſorrow for fin, which 

ariſes from a perception of the evil of its nature, 
and is accompanied with an holy reſolution to for- 
fake it, and to turn unto God througt: Jeſus Chriſt, 
The true penitent, when he compares himſelf 
with the infinitely holy, juſt, and good law of 
God, mourns and grieves.— He acknowleges 
God to be infinitely right, and himſelf infinitely 


1 Wrong. 
* Romans, c. xiv. v. 17. 1 Timothy, c. v. v. 6. | 
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wrong, Zis language is “ my fins have no ex- 


© cuſe; I have acted a part the moſt baſe, the 
© moſt ungrateful, the moſt rebellious ; my fin is 


c exceedingly ſinful.” 


When he lifts his eyes to Calvary, and beholds 
a bleeding Savior, he weeps afreſh.— Love and 
grief divide his heart; —he beholds him, whom his 
fins pierced, — While, at the ſame time, by faith 
he lays hold on the hope, which the goſpel thus 
ſets before him ;— and he finds joy and peace in 
believing, 


My brethren ;—in the name of the Great God, 
let me ſeriouſly enquire of you, are you acquainted 
with this godly forrow, which will never be re- 
pented of ? are you acquainred with this faith, by 


which a man is juſtified, and which worketh by 


love, 


Have you laid it to heart, that you are“ miſer. 
able finners? ” have you been humbled before God 


on the account of it? have you ever felt your fins, 


as the excellent Liturgy of our Church expreſſes 
it, to be in remembrance grievous to you, and 
their burden to be intollerable ? are you convinced 
that it is not by works of righteouſneſs, which 
you have done, that you can hope for ſalvation ? 
are you looking for the pardoning mercy of God, 
through Chriſt alone, as the one mediator between 
God and man? and are you endeavouring to live 


to the glory of God, walking in holineſs and 
righteouſneſs before him? 


My 
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Theſe a are ſolemn enquiries.— We are all finners 
before God,— There is but ons method of 
Salvation, approved of God in Chriſt Jeſus.— 
God commands all men every where to repent, —+ 
Unleſs we repent, we ſhall all periſh, Þ He that 
believeth not ſhall be DamuneD.—And & without 
holineſs no man ſhall ſee the Lord, 


Let me entreat you to think ſeriouſly, Death is 
haſtening.— A few days more we ſhall meet at the 
bar of God, Be not deceived ;— God will not be 
trifled with; if 4 man will not turn, he will whet 
his ſword, he hath bent his bow, and made 
it ready, Pſalm, vii. v. 12. : N 


V. Our ſubject preſents to our meditation the 
long ſuffering goodneſs, and * mercy of 
the GREAT JEHOVAH. 


oO how eaſily might God deſtroy his enemies! 
Was the communication of his divine aid to be 
one moment ſuſpended, man would be no more. 
In him we live, and move, and have our being: 
yet man, thus dependant, thus obligated, dares 
to rebel; and provoke his God. Why then does 
God ſpare man? why does the ſun ever riſe upon 
a guilty world ? why, when God again, and again, 
hath come ſeeking fruit on the barren tree and 
finding none, doth he wait any longer ? 


In 
Acts, c. xvii. v. 30. + Luke, c. iii. v. 3. 
} Mark, c. xvi. v. 16. § Hebrews, c. xii. v. 44. 


F 


It is becauſe man hath an advocate with the @ 
Father, Jeſus Chriſt the righteous, — He pleads 
before the throne, ** Lord ſpare the ſinner; let it 
** alone this year alſo.” # — O conſider this ye, 
who care not for God, neither is God in all your 


thoughts; ye, who loſt in the giddy maze of 
worldly purſuits, ſay to the Almighty, “ depart 
* from us, for we defire not the knowledge of thy 
ways;” ye, who think lightly of fin, who trifle 
with divine injunctions, who pay no attention to 
the commandments of God your maker. Hz 
THAT HATH EARS TO REAR, LET HIM HEAR.” 
ye, if any ſuch are preſent, who wallow in the 
filthy fin of drunkenneſs; ye, who take God's 
ſacred name in vain ; who break the ſabbath ; who 
are unjuſt in your dealings; in a word, who 
are not day by day living in the fear of God, and 
the obedience of faith; I fay, cons1DEr: why 
are you ſpared ? why is it that ye are yet alive ?— 
Many of your acquaintances, many of your com- 
panions in folly and wickedneſs have been cut off. 
And are you ſtill living? — and within the reach 
of mercy? Conſider that it is to the patience of 
your God that you are indebted.— Ah! how many 
of you is he at this time looking upon, and ex- 
claiming, ©** how ſhall I give thee up, Ephraim? 
| how ſhall I deliver thee Iſtael? how ſhall I make 
' thee as Admah? how fhall I ſet thee as Zeboim ?. 
mine heart is turned within me, my repentings 
are kindled together.” — Such is Gop, $TRONG 
D. and 


® Luke, c. xiii, v. 8. Hoſea, c. xl. v. 8 
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„und PATIENT; in power, and in forbearance, 
equally omnipotent,— The Lord is ſlow to anger 


Another character of God is PARDONING 
MERCY.— Notwithſtanding all the profligacy, re- 
bellion, and enmity of heart, which a ſinner may 
be charged with; yet no ſooner does the finner 
return, but his God receives him. Theſe are his 
own words, * O Iſrael return unto the Lord thy 
God, thou haſt fallen by thine iniquity, I will 
5 heal their backſlidings ; I will love them freely; 
for mine anger is turned 'away.” * Such a 
character as this deſcribes the God of the Holy 
Scriptures.— To ſhew mercy is his GRAND PRE- 
ROGATIVE,— yes; my brethreti, *©* through 
means, which ſpeak its value infinite,” — the 
blood of his only begotten Son, 


The death of Jeſus was the grand conſideration 
Preſented to the enthroned Majeſty, in conſequence 
of which, God is faithful, and juſt to forgive. It 
was the one grand condition of pardon, peace, 
and eternal life being granted to ſinful man, in a 
way conſiſtent with the divine attributes. God 
now can be juſt and jultify the ungodly. 


When a ſinner, the moſt abandoned, through 
divine grace, with“ repentance towards God and 
faith in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt”} embraces this 

hope of ſalvation, all the bleſſings of this goſpel 
are his ;— and they are his FoR EVER.— The 
benefit is glorious ; and the grant is irrepealable. 
1 | The 
* Hoſea, c. xiv, v. . & 14. Þ+ Comp. Romans, c. iii. v. 26. &. c. iv. v. 3. 
f 1 Acts, c. xx. v. 21. 
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The long ſuffering and pardoning mercy of 
God was richly experienced by our deceaſed 
brother.— It was a ſubje& he dwelt on with tears 
of love and gratitude.— And he might well dwell 
upon it; for in youth he had taſted how good the 
Lord was, and how blefled was the man that 
truſted in him. — He had allo, as you have 


heard, been a grievous backſlider; and had run 


awful lengths in ſin.— Nevertheleſs, after a 
period of about 18 years departure from God, 
he was, I truſt, brought back again; and he 
was brought with tokens of mercy, love, and 
pity, rather than indignation. — Like the Father 
of the prodigal, who, when he beheld his re- 
turning child yet a great way off, had compal- 
fion on him, and ran, and fell on his neck, and 


kiſſed him: ſo the Ga EAT Gov, in this inſtance 


appears to have adopted the conduct of his own 
illuſtration. No ſooner did our deceaſed 
brother cry for mercy, than his heavenly Father, 
by tokens of his compation invited his return. 


He came with humble *** «x 
5 have ſinned againſt heaven, and in thy fight, 
© and am no more worthy to be called thy ſon;“ 
but, inſtead of wrath, (I truſt) he found mercy; 
inſtead of condemnation, a free pardon; inſtead 
of excluſion, an abundant admiſſion to the arimg 
of EVERLASTING LOVE. 


How juſtly deſcriptive is this of that name, 
whereby Jehovah will be called! Ihk Lonp, 
D . TRE 
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THE Lozp GoD, MERCIFUL AND GRACIOUS, 


LONG SUFFERING, ABUNDANT IN GOODNESS AND 
TRUTH, &c. Exodus, c. xxxiv. v. 6. 


Are cheſe things ſo? are theſe the glorious 
doctrines of the everlaſting goſpel? are theſe 
realities):— Yes, as God liveth, they are.— 
Then let me urge them, my brethren, once 
more upon you; theſe are ferious, VERY SER1OUS, 
concerns. All muſt die how ſoon! 
God only knoweth. All are ſinners deſerving 
the wrath and curſe of God,— and we have no 
power of our own to deliver ourſelves from the 
awful ſentence. God ſo loved the world, 
that he gave his only begotten ſon to die upon 
the croſs a ſacrifice for ſin, in order that who- 
ever believeth in him ſhould not periſh but have 
everlaſting life. John, c. 11. v. 16. 


This is God's method for the falvation of 
finners;— and all, which God enjoins on you, 
is, receive it and be thankful. To as many 
as receive it, he gives power to become the 
children of God; even to thews who believe on 
his name. 


T heſe perſons through divine grace “ repent 
ce then truly of their ſins paſt, ſtedfaſtly purpo- 
ce ſing to lead anew life;” they are perſuaded that 
the Redeemer by the merit of his obedience unto 
death hath procured pardon and acceptance with 


God for all that believe on his name ; they Sow” 
ore 
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fore exerciſe a ** lively faith in God's mercy 
through Chriſt,” — And as many as thus believe 
are * accounted righteous before God, through 
the merit of the Lord Jeſus. Chriſt by faith and 
not for their own works or deſervings.“ * 


The ſenſe of obligation and duty, the lively 
emotions of gratitude, which are by this means 
excited in the heart, teach this happy man to love 
God, and to love his neighbour.— Hence good 
works follow, not as the conditions but the con- 
fequents of obtaining mercy, as the grateful return 
of a heart, whoſe genuine language is what ſhall 
I render to the Lord for all his benefits? happy 
man! his preſent portion is peace, and his future 
inheritance will be GLORY. 


Lou obſerve then, my brethren, that whoever 

will be ſaved muſt repent, and believe the goſpel ; 
and whoever repents and belieyes bringeth forth 
works meet for faith and repentance. The intem- 
perate becomes ſober ; the profane reveres the 
name of God ;— the ſabbath breaker keeps holy 
the ſabbath day; the unjuſt becomes upright ; 
the proud and paſſionate become meek and lowly; 
every one, who truly receives the goſpel, ſtrives 
to walk, even as Chriſt walked. —— For the grace 
of God which bringeth ſalvation teacheth eftectually 
to deny ungodlineſs, and worldly luſts, and to live 
ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly in this preſent 
world. Titus, G ii. v. 11. and 12, Is this your 
conduct 


* Art, xi. 5 


(*"J2--*) 

conduct? you have had many warnings, many 
narrow eſcapes, you have committed many fins, 
you have experienced much of God's forbearance, 
trifle no more. Strive to enter in at the trait 
gate,” uſe diligently the means of grace; call upon 
God in diligent prayer; read the ſcriptures ; attend 
divine ſervice; avoid the company and reſorts of 
the gay and the abandoned. © If thou ſeek 
God, he will be found of thee; but, if thou for- 
fake him, he will caſt thee off for ever.” 


Our deceaſed brother ſpake upan his death bed 
with heart. felt gratitude on the benefits of a pious 
education,. — I pray God, as a parent, his remarks 
may ever remain imprinted upon my ſoul, 


O ye parents, maſters of families, governors of 
youth, remember the ſolemn charge, which God 
has committed to you; — examine narrowly your 
precepts and your practice; fee that your autho- 
' Tity be uſed for God, and that your offspring may 
be the Lord's. The object is moſt important, 
Parents! who have at the ſacred font dedicated 

your children to God, take heed that you are not 
the perſons, who lead them into“ the pomps and 
_'vanities of this wicked world. Let it be your 
daily prayer and endeavour, ** that all carnal af- 
fections may die in them, and all things belonging 
to the Spirit may live, and grow in them;” if, 
after all your efforts, ſucceſs does not ſeem to at- 
tend you, ſtill do not give way to deſpair, but be 
encouraged to go on; redouble your prayers, - 
and 


("39 -) 


and endeavours.— The parent of our deceaſed 
brother waited long for a bleſſing on his offspring; 
his requeſt was delayed; but not denied. His 
prayers were at length anſwered, and his language 
now 1s J cried unto the Lord and he heard me.” 


In a word, let me now conclude with moſt 
ſeriouſly charging it upon you and myſelf that we 
be ſerious; that we flee from the wrath to come; 
that we lay hold on the hope of the goſpel, 


Would to God I could ſpeak more ſerioufly. 
I entreat your prayers, my beloved brethren, that 
my addrefies to you may be more and more be- 
coming the important concern of eternity; that [ 
may not ſeek to entertain, but to edify you; re- 
membering the account, which I muſt one day 
give, and thar, before our next meeting together, 
I may be called to give it. 
O let me then invite,— iatreat,— warn every 
finner here preſent, by the love with which God 
loved the world; by the dying love of the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt ;— by the condeſcending influence of 
the Holy Spirit ;— by the happineſs of the godly, 
here, and hereafter; and, if theſe conſiderations 
affect you not, by the miſery of thoſe, who ong2 
trifled with eternity as perhaps you do now, O 
flee; flee; flee from the wrath to come — The 
door of mercy is open; and the. God of mercy 
waits in Chriſt Jeſus to be gracious, 
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Then, O then, glory attends you; God will re- 
ceive you; there will be joy in heaven over the re- 
penting finner;— you ſhall enjoy a heaven begun 
on earth, in righteouſneſs, peace, and joy in the 
Holy Ghoſt ;—-you ſhall meet death with ſmiles 
of triumph;— and, when the world and all earthly 


concerns are for ever over, you ſhall ſhare in an 
« mheritance, which is incorruptible, unde filed, ' 


* and which fadeth not away.“ 
e 
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FINIS. 
Page 6, line 23, for diſipation, read diſſipation. P. 9, J. 6, 
for briefly, r. briefly. P. 11, J. 25, for occaſionly, r. OC» 
caſionally. P. 20, J. 21, r. fellow-ſaints. P. 20, 1. 21, 
for tak, v. take, P. 20, 4. 22, r. be in: P. 24, J. 11, 
. for pompts, 7, pomps. P. 25, 4 55 for nee Q 
| intolerable, 
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